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What is TRACS?

• Training and Research on Advanced 
Computing Systems

• EC Funded
• Hosted By EPCC
• Code Development
• Terminals distributed to host departments



What is the TRACS Web 
Database?

• Web interface giving access to a database
• Started by Mario, Elena and Elson
• Intended to track EPCC terminals
• Expanded to hold other TRACS information



System at the start of the SSP :
Database

• Originally designed by Elson
• Expanded by Mario and Elena
• MySQL based



System at the start of the SSP : 
Scripts

• Written in perl
• Using the DBI
• Completed table routines
• Separate script for each table
• Limited update/insert routines
• Again, separate scripts
• Admin layer



Project objectives

• Generalise the database accessing routines
• Complete the current implementation
• Create different views
• Extend admin layer
• Extend the database



Overview of the current system

• General table routine
• General update/insert routine
• Different views
• Admin layer
• www.epcc.ed.ac.uk/~daniel/tracsdb/System/
• Username: view  Password: viewdata



General table routine

• One script
• Replaces the initial scripts
• Handles database expansion
• Uses table definitions



Tables: Example 1





General update/insert routine

• One script
• View data
• Edit data
• Create data
• Handles expansion







Different views

• Different access permissions
• Allows individual table selection
• Administration
• All staff
• Systems



The future for the web database

• Extend the database
• RCS diary
• Application information
• Automatic data entry from application



Questions?


